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CONNECTING FOR A BETTER LIFE
PHUNG Duc Luc & Esmrsekl2 4 (5 s =)
Hi there,

First of all, I would like to thank people who get me involved in this episode, and I do appreciate people who are

reading this message. I hope all of you are doing well and comfortably settling into your routines for the new semester.
Although the COVID-19 pandemic certainly brings new challenges that none of us bargained for, I believe that we can
work together to overcome these challenges.

My name is PHUNG Duc Luc and I'm from Viet Nam. Currently, I'm doing my Ph.D. in Agricultural and
Environmental Engineering in the laboratory of Prof. WATANABE Toru. Speaking of my Ph.D. journey in the
Tsuruoka campus, I still remember how it got started. It was an evening, I arrived at Tsuruoka station at around 19:30.
Getting off the train, I found a chill autumn rain waiting for me. “Oh, it’s dark and deserted”, said to me. I felt
somehow little alone carrying the luggage from the train tracks into the station, and really got touched when seeing
two Vietnamese seniors who had been waiting for me in front of the station door. They took me to their dormitory
room, after several minutes getting to know each other. That was the very first time we met, and until now I’'m thankful
very much for this Ph.D. journey connecting me to them as well as many other dear fellows and very nice local people
later on. Back to that day, my luggage was carried on the rear seat of a bicycle while three of us walked in the rain. On
the way to the dorm, though it was quite dark, I realized that there was a cemetery right beside the road, which was
quite strange to me. I didn’t know why I get impressed by that cemetery until 3 weeks later when I found out that my
newly-rent house was right beside the cemetery. By the way, I stayed in the senior’s dorm for weeks to find a suitable
house to settle down and start a new life chapter. And that was my very first memory in Tsuruoka. So far, I’ve been
here for 3 years. During the time, despite confronting a number of difficulties commonly faced by foreigners for the
first time here, I don’t let them blind me to experiencing a beautiful life in Japan. There are a bunch of amazing things
and many wonderful people, Japanese and foreigners, that I would love to talk about here, but I don’t think I have
enough space (.

Honestly, it was not easy to pick up a specific topic to share with you on this occasion. I had been thinking about that,
then suddenly “Connecting The Dots” popped up in my mind. I have used the concept of connecting the dots (inspired
by Steve Jobs) to guide my way for a certain time. It actually makes me want to become a better person, striving for
the better in every single work on my journey. That’s really meaningful to me, then I thought, why not to share it with
you. Some of you might have listened to Steve Jobs and know the concept, that’s great. For those who don’t know yet,
I do hope this message is urging you to look for it (just simply google it (). Considering this occasion for me to share
my thoughts or your reading my story as a dot as well, either of them might connect you and me somehow someday in
our future, or even right now. We never know what is waiting for us in the future, don’t we? Every single one of us
can and should play an active role to connect the dots in our own ways. For me, by connecting the dots, I’'m so grateful
for what I’ve got so far and have learned to shift my own perspective to see situations from different angles as well as
to respect both the bad and the good things of myself.

As we are adjusting to “The New Normal” and started a new semester, I encourage you to think about how you will
move forward every single day and fulfill your school life by connecting the dots and people here and there, especially
by socializing with the international students around you, considering the given circumstance of safe gathering ().
Lastly, I am looking forward to everyone having a great and healthy semester ahead!

PS.

I'm a fan of photography and exploring around. If anyone of you has the same interests, I do expect to have time to
share our stories or just simply to chat about the interesting things in our life. You are always welcome to our room
(1157) where you can meet cool guys from a number of countries, such as Burkina Faso, Cambodia, China, Indonesia,
Senegal, and Viet Nam ().
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