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I am Hideraldo Salomao DUARTE by name; I am from Mozambique, “minami Africa”. I am in Japan since 28th August, 2016 to
attend Master course at Yamagata University under ABE Initiative scholarship sponsored by JICA. However, what I can share
about my stayed here in Japan for this first year is pleasurable for me and I hope with this to motivate more potential student,
not only from Africa, but also from entire world to come and “learn or share” the culture with Japanese people.

I have been working in Agriculture sector in my country since 2010, in rice research sector, and in order to strengthen my
capacity on this field I got an opportunity to specialize in Edaphology (Soil Science and Plant Nutrition), where I joined the
Laboratory of Edaphology lead by KAKUDA, Ken-ichi Sensei and SASAKI, Yuka Sensei since September 13th ,2016.

My university, Faculty of agriculture - Tsuruoka campus, has a single department (Department of Food, Live and Environment
Sciences) that offers six courses. It has a huge rice experiment field with 10 hectares where mainly agriculture research takes
place. Beside of that it also have many green houses for different fields/crops research.

My master thesis is entitled “Effect of N application methods and rice straw management on rice productivity and soil fertility”
with Site Specific Nutrient Management (SSNM) approach, a kind of study that is focus on my country rice production practices
and I expect with this to help somehow the improvement of current rice production in my country. However, related with
laboratory work, I am really fascinated with the education approaches that my Sensei use for teaching us mainly with focus on
capacity development on "how to do and why to do it". I can strongly say that the approaches that my Sensei use is to offer to the
market the “well capacited experts” with well-known about our field (Edaphology - Soil science and plant nutrition) in particular
and in agriculture in general. Team-work is “word of order” and well encouraged in my laboratory, as my Sensei used to say “90%
of work is made where we are planning and the remains 10% is reached when we are executing/implementing it’, in other words,
I can say that “works well planned is guarantee of 90% of success”. So we have a week plan every Friday in order to reach our
goals under 90%. “Domo arigato gosaimasu” (Thank you) to my sensei to keep us in line.

Favorable Sport: My favorite sport is Basketball although since I reached Japan I changed complete to Karate, my new and
amazing sport. I use to practice karate and run at Komaki Park (KOMAGIHARA-KOEN) three days a week.

Language Barrier: Yes, I cannot say that everything goes well because I supposed to be lying, unfortunately with my lack
knowledge of Japanese sometimes I faced serious problem to communicate mainly when it's come to mobile phone services -
deliveries, etc. That's why I can advise for the readers that if you can try to learn a bit conversation in Japanese before reach the
country is GOOD.

Culture: Cherry blossom festival also called Sakura festival - amazing experience that I got, take place from the middle of April
to the end of April is one of the diversity culture of Japan. Japanese cousin in general is delicious, but my votes go to Ramen, raw
fish and sushi. However, Japanese restaurants with special dishes you can find around Tsuruoka. On the other hand, I got also
opportunity to taste the rice wine called “sake” in sake festival that toke place on February.

Nevertheless, Japanese people are also able and ready to learn about the culture of the others with much respect, I got opportunity
to share in KOKUSAIMURA, in a cooking class, the three dishes of my country and it was amazing for me.

Weather conditions: The climate in Tsuruoka is amazing, sometimes I felt like I am in Africa but other time it was really strange
for me (strong snow). I can say that I had my first snow contact in Tsuruoka, I had never ever seen before unless in the TV. This
two extreme weather conditions give us the opportunity to enjoy the beaches and rivers in summer and snowboard or ski in
winter, conditions that you cannot find in many countries in entire world.

Social network, is a real in Tsuruoka, we have opportunity to meet with people from different countries in some festivals or events
organized by KOKUSAIMURA, our host house, if allow me to call like that. And if you reach Tsuruoka and need guide, please
visit this place.

Just to finish I want to thanks JICA for giving me this opportunity. I really fill like I am at home, Japan is my second country even
because, I never spent over a year out of my home country before. So thank you all for hosting me.



