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NKURUNZIZA CHRISTIAN

Japan is a good country, I really like.

I joined this master’s in March 2016 and it was my second time to come here in Japan.
The first time was in 2012, in short time training. Tsukuba where I passed 2 months in Agriculture training. I really like how I
have been given an opportunity to strengthen my capacity and this will help me to perform more in my research career.
Yamagata is located in Tohoku (North eastern) region. It is about 300 Km North of Tokyo.

It is a mountainous region with an abundance of Natural beauty including lakes, rivers, rice paddies and Ocean.

To reach Tsuruoka, they are different way of Transport, but one of is when you reach Narita Airport, you can use Narita Express,
it takes 60 minutes to Tokyo station and from Tokyo station, you use Shinkansen for 180 minutes up to Yamagata Station and
you take a high way bus to Tsuruoka station takes 120 minutes.

Yamagata University has 4 campuses. One of them is Tsuruoka Campus (Faculty of Agriculture) where I belong too.

Yamagata University ranked within Top 10th in the field of Materials Science in Japan.

We have a university farm located about 4 Km far from the campus. At this University far, practical study, education and
research are pursued along with various activities of agriculture in the field.

I belong to Edaphology laboratory and Tsuruoka city is a nice agriculture research place. Always, I am with my supervisor and
my co-supervisor in full time. And I really like the Edaphology laboratory leaded by Kakuda Sensei its way of working, students
and supervisors are very focused to the work.

Some challenges, like Japanese language, but with time, I am trying to overcome in collaboration with my laboratory mates and
I am making more efforts in learning it.

I am becoming familiar with the place and Japan in general.

My research topic is on efficient use of Nitrogen fertilizer. Using different approach like Site Specific Nutrient Management in
comparison with Basal and Farmer Fertilizer Practices. Nitrogen fertilizer that I am using is Urea and Ammonium Sulphate and
Plant test is Rice, Haenuki Variety. Kakuda Sensei and Sasaki Sensei, they did their best to make sure that my performance is
raised. I like my laboratory mates for their team spirit.

One of the best academic experience. The education is very practical. Field work, laboratory analysis, research data presentation,
progress reports, papers presentation. The way of learning here is among the best in the world, because, you complete your
studies at a level of being employable at high research standard academically and in research.

Wednesday and Friday, I play Mini-Football and Tuesday and Thursday, I play Basket ball, and some time with Rwanda fellow
students, we practice our culture dance. My preferable sport is Basketbal, but I used to play Karate too and good enough this
martial art has been introduced by Japaneses .

Every Sunday from 9:00 up to 10 Am, I go to play in catholic church. Also in Tsuruoka, they are other churches like Mormon
church, Protestant Church, Buddist Temple and others.

Here, Students enjoy their academic life in relaxing and laid back atmosphere of Yamagata

I am very interested in the way, they organize seminar presentation. And Field work, most of the time, we start our field work
at 8:00 and after field work, we come back in our laboratory and continue our work either by laboratory analysis or desk work.
My stay in Japan is a good opportunity to understand Japanese history, tradition, lifestyles, customs, contemporary Japanese of
thinking. I am so happy on the way my laboratory mates benefits also from my English by making more efforts in communicating
with me, then they increase their English speaking level. Our supervisors stimulate them also to use commonly the English by
making a lot of presentations.

Our laboratory is becoming among the best in the campus because of the way our supervisors are very rigorous and focused to
the work. I like also how my supervisor requested me to be his Assistant professor; this will build my capacity in interacting with
undergraduate students in making more efforts to come up.

I used to know Japan when I was learning History and Geography about Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japanese Technology, and My
Dad most of the time told me about the war between Japan and USA. My geography high school teacher taught us a lot about
Japan that he read in the book and luck enough. I am living the reality.

There are some similarities between the way of Japanese living and my country Rwanda and also a lot of differences.

I still have to say that having made my decision to come on an exchange to this country is one of the smartest choices, I have
made in life.

Japan gives me warm feeling, I can call it my second country. I love Japan. I thank JICA for giving this opportunity and The
Tsuruoka for hosting us.
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