at the Yamagata University Faculty of Agriculture, majoring in Edaphology.

In 2014, thanks to the MEXT scholarship from the Japanese Government,
I came to Tsuruoka in the beginning of October and joined the Edaphology
Laboratory as a research student. During the first 6 months (from October 2014 to April 2015) under the supervision
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My full name is NGUYEN THANH TUNG and I am from Vietnam. In my l/: ¢ i Li‘ I 7 1 o S ? N
country, we use first names to address one another, so I am usually called ) H‘J: B 9 Hb ? A % 1 15
TUNG. I am currently a first year student in the masters research program % A f:g} 7 ~ T D) i <
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of Assoc Prof. Dr Yuka SASAKI, I gradually learned and accumulated important experiments in the laboratory, and ?_7 % i % w é_k,_\ EC\ *g % r g g ;:E %
prepared for the master course entrance examination which was organized in January. After passing this ju 0T T = T P N S
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examination I started my master course and research in April this year. In my research, I evaluate the long term oA W ¥ IR VAN H oL oWy
effects of cow dung compost and rice straw application on rice paddy soil fertility in Mamurogawa, Mogami, 1) ;g LR U: n % 7%1 Iz ) iy - T!x: D
Yamagata. I hope that I can achieve some good results from this research and apply them to rice production in my (D= A W I ECTRS 02 ° it B
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country where the use of chemical fertilizers has increased while organic methods are made light of. At present, my . B B R0 D o M 1 X
research is still going well and is showing some good results. # VS 7 L EH D WAL -
; . . . S ELEER LR
It has been almost one year since I came to Tsuruoka and everything has been going well in both my work and [N T L S Vil g
daily life. I really like the researching environment in the laboratory. The professors and other laboratory members 406 T v L4 f 2 = A e A
are very friendly and enthusiastic. They seem to be my second family, giving me crucial support and guidance that % ry‘ 2 2 F X fi] 7) 713 s ffa: \z g
have helped me familiarise quickly with the laboratory equipment and tasks. In my laboratory, cooperation or group =D Kl — B QT E‘ T c: D A
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work has proven to be a key point of my education. All members need to support each other to conduct research. o 2 # > [ - - B %2 5 kW
By doing this junior students can learn and accumulate essential skills and experience from senior ones. At the same ) S R 7
time we all know detailed information about the purpose, methods and results of our own research. I am also BINAEDSANBDES
interested in seminar activities which are conducted four times per year for each student. Through this activity : s - o o - . . . o -
students can improve their skills of selecting papers, summarizing important points related to their research and %7.% ,}‘; !,Z Ig }j \E gj E‘: I‘( Z fg)T ;S Ljf _Eg {;‘t % i Z Sg ” g E‘E‘ é) % % V)\ ? i’s‘ 7?) l%; ?I 2‘ i }% ;‘1 %f 'L
presenting in front of others with limited time. I, myself, realized that I have become more confident after each £ D b It Sk % ¥ K 7 47 & ﬁE L - 2 L W F V-2 AT < r dﬁ) oo 2‘ Nt hat fr 1‘; i
seminar. In addition to the seminar we had four progress reports, organized after each cycle of seminars. Thanks to % EE 5 E EIRA 2 < # oy ) & 7 2L =7 % IR /g e {]: 1 T b ¥ < i E
these activities, I have a much greater grasp on how to write my graduation thesis. ¥ Gl Vo 7 ?.3 o TH w7 2 Iz X A - D S = A T'?If\ R F kW L; < £ D Q ;i i D 2 2
When I am not researching in the laboratory, I am enjoying my life here. Tsuruoka is a very beautiful place — f—’: 7 EE 2 VL‘, < w X ia: B f/,c) noo 85 w2 w5 v 7;7 H '—%‘: Iz ‘l;é x X 7 fm & H ﬁ Z r H
surrounded by nature with mountains and sea. I felt so familiar with this place because in some ways it is similar to T’i\ i'(-{ AR ) 5 o T+ 8] T 3 % ;C\ 4 123:3 7z v E Yi i ﬁ v 7 %‘ s h kR e R /NN A
my hometown for its peace and nature. The winter was the only difficulty for these first days. It was much colder % F 5 % 7 Bijg s Hn: LTy M, %\ i ¢ A l/L‘\ PR 3 2% 75: 5 B %'*Q * 3 E 7~ T % ¥ T2 )
than my home's winter with heavy snow and strong wind. Snow was very beautiful especially seeing snow fall for P H < Hi 1y} C” 25: D {If T 5 73 {:I:: iﬁ - i\ N 1’2 I H B F 7‘% Ed 20 2 AP g /—|\ = PN
the first time . However, it turned out so great when spring came. For me, it is the best time in the year. Spring v O e H :E; . Zi e D HQ Lf“ L P ;g: Ve % < L % ’5: eop v S 72 % Wz F %
came with cool weather and the beauty of various flowers, especially cherry blossoms, and the green of new shoots 9 ﬁ\ T }\) ~ /V ﬁj} N ;Tf 1z t £l F,?.] 6: %! < e n 0 X 7 ‘E 7 W—‘ i % b é [ =2 4 47 L X
representing the starting of life. I enjoyed hanami almost every day on the way to school through Tsuruoka Park. A %7§ (A ?) %) g L é 5 2; i 2 5‘) W B i B #H % i‘il‘, L ’é; % % < < % @‘c‘ = 0}3) g?; o “: W fi 'g
It was so wonderful. Summer is an enjoyable time for everyone with various types of festival. The Akagawa EC‘ i é ) )i T o ﬁ] J_;f Y P oge o= W g f‘c“ 2 i A ‘L & 3 T{‘ B = i 7 % f? %‘ 3 én‘ Bk
fireworks festival is the biggest and most beautiful festival I have ever experienced. Autumn is short but very = = - AR = = > = o =
comfortable with sunny days and cold nights. Shonai foods and culture are plentiful and varied. I did enjoy many
foods (Ramen and cold Udon are two of my favorites). Vegetables and fruits are very fresh with typical varieties for B ORI < [J_I w i (3 VC\ JE Cila 5:\ AR 33 EE
each season. Persimmon, apple and pear in the autumn and winter. Cherry, melon, watermelon, grape and dadacha B2 K2 7 — ﬂ% & Z W7z PRI I ¥ F b A = A
each seas n € : Eaat % STy LS Bk i Tz L
ybean in the summer. It makes my daily life so healthy and refreshing. 1= 2 AT 5 N j( w D 7 56 = e
Together with other laboratory members I had the chance to understand and experience Japanese culture and =X jg oo s é %é: L _g il ';0 VC\ w e X 52 IES % X lit] 7~ ;C\
foods through many activities. In the last year we went to parties with many osake , ate long sushi, enjoyed codfish 173 7 272 < i c,, TS (77: < 4 T |173] L L S F ﬁj % ¥
soup, and went to the hanami festival. Another interesting part of life here is my Japanese class at the International |3 }E‘é e }j‘ x Yy g (- :g W m Z 73 @; O “C‘ ) ) ?1,: + L‘ 1% +
Center (named Dewa Shonai Kokusaimura). I have participated in this class since March, 2014. In this place I not i i Iz % & /\ w ;“’5 N Hj LN R A ) é > % |EN
only can study Japanese language but also history, culture and cuisine. Equally important I made many friends from 75} < A ;P_L 1z ﬁi E ‘?Az‘ ¥ g ? * fg Y % L j( ik z Q.
different countries there. I feel I am such a lucky man. WL & 2% i i L E 7- é %‘_ i > ,f; T E’Or")k X T
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