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My life at Yamagata University in Tsuruoka campus is something that went beyond far the cross cultural
perspectives I developed, or the skills and abilities that were fostered there help me face up to the larger
issues which confronted me later in all aspects of life.

The master program provided me a unique and varied experience, where I believe I learnt to look at
things in a new way, in a manner that the method of summation of objective facts and empirical analyses,
taught in most institutions of higher learning today, fails to address.

My studies at YU would not have been possible without the generous collaboration of laboratory mates
and my supervisors for which I will be forever thankful.

From my point view, I have collected a lot of knowledge, not only theoretically but also practically, that
is essential for my future career.
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Andreas Hendracipta Kurniawan
1st grade master student
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The experience on the Yamagata University

It was in March 2012, when I was awarded a scholarship by JICA to come to
Japan to undertake a two years Master's degree in Agricultural Economics at
Yamagata University in Tsuruoka Campus. My employer, the Government of
Rwanda where I worked as the agribusiness and private sector officer since
2009, recognised this priceless opportunity and gave me a two years study leave
for my absence.

I spent my two years in the Agricultural Economics Laboratory researching on marketing systems of
agricultural products, focusing on its benefits and limitations to producers. Master's program at
Yamagata University is research based, it helps to stimulate independent learning capacity of students,
and support from professors is extraordinary. I am assured that the knowledge and skills obtained in
these two years will help me to contribute to improved agribusiness development policies in Rwanda.
My cultural experience was a total shock at the beginning, considering its variation between Africa and
this eastern part of the world. Language, food, weather, and lifestyle was a struggle but with support
from other international students and some university programs for cultural exchanges I was able to go
beyond my limits and started enjoying every bit of life in Japan. The kindness, hardworking spirit and
discipline of Japanese people were a life changing experience that is worth going through.

Name: Verena Ruzibuka Country: Rwanda Promotion: 2012-2014
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