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Edith Kouko (Kenya)

I am Edith Kouko from Kenya where I am employed by the Ministry of Agriculture as an Agricultural
Officer. 1 graduated from University of Nairobi in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) degree.
Currently I am pursuing a Master of Science (Agriculture) degree course at Yamagata University in Tsuruoka,
Yamagata prefecture, Japan. I belong to Laboratory of Farm Business Management. My supervisor Dr. T'suyoshi
Sumita, has continued to guide and advice me on the formative stages of my thesis for which I am very
grateful.

My journey to Japan begun in August 2010, when I received information from the Ministry of Agriculture
Kenya for an interview at the headquarters for an opportunity to proceed for further studies in Japan. Three
months after the interview, the Japanese government through JICA informed me that I had been admitted
to Yamagata University for a Masters course. I heartily thanked Almighty God for the opportunity to further
my studies and began my preparations.

On 6" March, 2011, 1 arrived at Narita airport, Japan where I met other JICA participants from other
countries and JICA coordinator. From the airport we proceeded to Tokyo International Center (TIC) where
we had orientation programmes and learnt about culture and the Japanese people. On 7" March, 2011 while
at a briefing meeting at there was a bit of snow fall for 2 hours. We were informed by the facilitator that
we were very lucky as snow fall in Tokyo is a rear phenomenon. There and then it occurred to me that
this was the beginning of new experiences in Japan. Four days later, on 11" March, 2011, a massive earthquake
hit Sendai, Miyagi prefecture. The effect was felt all the way to Tokyo. This for me was too many new
experiences occurring too fast within a short period but this did not dampen my spirit to pursue my Masters

course.

Finally, we (JICA coordinator, two other JICA participants and I) moved to Yamagata on 17" March 2011.
We landed at Shonai airport to a heavy snowy welcome. I had not seen so much snow in my life! It was a
very exciting experience. On 22" March, 2011, we met the Dean, Faculty of Agriculture-Yamagata University,
some professors and administrative staff. They welcomed us to the university and made us feel at home

away from home.

So far my stay in Tsuruoka has been enjoyable. The beautiful green mountainous landscape, breathtaking
cherry blossoms in spring, delicious Japanese foods and culinary, accommodating people and learning to speak
and write Japanese will definitely make my stay in Tsuruoka interesting.

I am humbled to be associated with Yamagata University and I believe that at the end of my course I will
be equipped with better Agricultural technologies in the rice sector. These technologies will definitely go a
long way to improve rice farming in my country.

My deepest appreciation goes to the Japanese government through JICA, Ministry of Agriculture (Kenya) and
the entire Yamagata University staff for making it possible for me to pursue further studies in Japan. To
my husband Peter Jowi, daughters Lexie and Easter, thank you for your unconditional love and support.



